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canine behaviourist specialising in one to one behavioural re-modification, temperament assessment, breed awareness, conditioning responses, nutritional advice and puppy socialisation.
Grooming Your Dog

Grooming can be a special time of bonding between a pet and its owner. Some areas of grooming include bathing, coat care, eye/ear care, and nail/teeth care. Your dog should be bathed only when needed; too frequent bathing will dry out the skin and coat. Use a good shampoo or olive oil soap. Dry bathing your dog is another option. These products are sold at most pet stores and are applied by rubbing into the dog’s coat; afterward they are brushed out. If you give your dog a wet bath, keep indoors giving protection from any draughts until the coat is fully dry. 

Most dogs love having their coats brushed and combed. They are usually easy to handle if you are gentle, taking care to not pull the hair. Depending on the type of coat and size of the dog, you will need a suitable pin head brush, a wide tooth comb for any feathers and a soft brush or mitt for the head and ears or short coated dogs. During the shedding season, it’s a good idea to give your dog a hand massage in order to remove the excess hair and if your dog likes water, a water shedder is good idea.  Whilst grooming, check for parasites, burrs and twigs etc. 

Check your dog’s eyes and ears during the grooming process; the eyes should be clear and bright, ensure any folds around the eyes are free of dirt. Dogs that have had entropian or ectropian often have scar tissue which can get sore if not kept clean and dry.  Clean out the ears by applying proprietary ear cleaner or almond oil onto a cotton ball and wipe out the ear canal. With dogs that are prone to ear mites and wax build up due to their ear conformation or love of water, it is important to check the ears regularly. It may be necessary to clip some hair within the ears if there is not a clear air passage. Pay close attention to the ears; if you notice any redness, swelling, or sensitivity to touch, contact your veterinarian immediately. 

You should keep your dog’s nails clipped to ensure good foot and leg stance and to prevent pads splaying.  You will need to use sharp nail clippers suitable for the size of the dog. If you have never clipped a dogs nails before, get your veterinarian or veterinary nurse to show you how to do this so you do not clip too much. If you clip too far back, you may cut a vein and make the nail bleed: it is useful to have a box of clotting powder to hand – just in case.  If it makes you uncomfortable or your dog will not cooperate, you can pay a professional groomer to clip the nails. The best way to keep the teeth and gums clean and healthy is to give your dog a good meaty bone.  Alternatively try and get him/her used to a tooth brush, ensure that each tooth is gently rubbed and that the gums are stimulated.  Bad teeth only occur if plaque is allowed to build up.

Some dogs do require regular trimming, this is done for their comfort and appearance and will depend on the coat type.  The feet fur causes the most problems and it is recommended to keep this short in order to avoid debris and ice getting caught up and bruising the pads and toes.  With practice you will find the easiest way to do this – most breeds that require regular trimming have had this done since puppy hood so will be used to it.  Feathers on legs should be trimmed if they are very long to prevent the dog standing on them when they run and the feathers around the bottom will be easier to keep clean after bowel evacuation if they are kept short.  Any other trimming is for appearance and general tidiness unless you want your dog to have a show trim; in which case take him/her along to a professional or go to one of the breed club shows where any member will be pleased to give a demo.

