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Contractual Information – My Promise to You and Your Dog:

The forms of animal training that most people are familiar with typically involve some form of food and/or force and/or fear. These methods can work, however a "means to the end" Pavlovian response can be also be viewed from an ethical perspective. It can also be argued that for many pet guardians with a desire for basic civilized companionship it does not work well enough unless the guardians themselves have an understanding of the processes involved.

My philosophy is that the training relationship should be approached with a teacher/student perspective and to acknowledge that several factors influence the dog’s ability to learn and are therefore given consideration and influence for the methods of modification used.  Some of these are:

o
Species

o
Breed Characteristics 

o
Bloodlines

o
Socialization critical periods and life experience

o
Health 

o
Handler ability

o
Handler's lifestyle

A further element of my style of training philosophy is the view that all interaction with the subject must be tempered with three inseparable and intertwined measures/goals:

o
Seek out a definable behaviour modification goal.

o
Both the dog and the carer’s confidence level must be maintained if not increased throughout the process.

o
The development and constant reinforcement of a teacher/student relationship as it is defined from the subject's viewpoint.

Ethical arguments aside, I only train or modify behaviours using positive re-enforcement methods that are rewarding for the dog.  In my view introducing fear as a method of re-modifying behaviours is not acceptable and does not produce behaviours that are fully reliable for the life of the dog.  Positive re-enforcement works in spite of the dog’s intelligence and not because of it; as such I attempt to embrace a holistic view in order to provide greater and more lasting success.
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· Fees are on a sliding scale – this will be discussed with you prior to the assessment visit and confirmed in writing.

· The initial visit will be for assessment only.  This will include testing the dog’s responsive abilities and an information pack offering advice on feeding, grooming, conditioning reflexes and the language of dogs.  If you wish further advice on any of these or other subjects such as parasites or general care and welfare then please do not hesitate to contact me.

· I am insured against any defence or pain aggression that results in personal injury but this excludes any injury, loss or damage to persons/personal items for third parties.

· A written report will be produced after the initial assessment and at the end of the agreed training programme. 

·  After service will be for the life of the dog.

· Only positive re-enforcement methods will be used.  

· In the event that the dog does not respond to the modification training, and as the guardian of the dog you make the decision to re-home him/her, then all possible assistance will be given in finding the dog a new home.  Euthanasia will not be considered an option unless advised to do so by a qualified veterinarian who has diagnosed an untreatable medical condition or the behaviours displayed in any way seriously affects the quality of life of the dog or poses a serious potential risk to others


Signed ________________________________________   Date _________________


