What to feed a Clumber Spaniel 

As you may know, each breed of dog has its own unique set of nutritional requirements:

Their unique set of nutritional requirements has been passed on from generation to generation just like the breed's unique coat, body size and temperament. We have found that we can not change the genetic makeup of the animals we are feeding just by exposing them to a different diet for a small amount of time. Therefore, we suggest that Clumber Spaniel owners try to feed their present companion pets with foods that contain what this breed requires. The food should contain: (#1) nutrient sources that are similar to those found in the native environment of the breed's ancestors (sources which are not foreign to the digestive and glandular systems of today's Clumber Spaniel and which are easy for them to assimilate) and (#2) the proper balance of protein, carbohydrates, fatty acids, vitamins and minerals that match the breed specific nutritional requirements - those which have been passed on by their ancestors.

Pet owners who feed their companion pets correctly can save a lot of money. Many dogs are taken                     to the vet, suffering from nutritionally related problems, and the vet bills can be huge. i.e. dry/itchy/flaky skin, hot spots, yeast infections in the ear, thyroid - liver - kidney problems, just to name a few, cost the average dog owner hundreds of ponds every year. That is why we                                                                    recommend that pet owners learn about the nutritional needs of the animal they are feeding before deciding on one of the many foods which are now available. When we first learn what our companion pet needs and then choose a diet that is correct for the animal being fed, it is a win-win situation: the dogs are healthier and the owners save money.

I personally believe that the best diet for a Clumber Spaniel is one that the owner makes fresh, using quality ingredients, without preservatives. It only takes about one to two hours a week to cook for a Clumber Spaniel so that both #1 & #2 are met and preparing home cooked meals for a dog can be less expensive than buying the average all-breed, any-breed commercial pet food. I hope that you will consider using this option to feed your companion pets correctly. 

Native food supplies for this breed would have been poultry of the game variety (pheasant, quail etc.) and meats such as venison, rabbit and mutton. The vegetables of their native environment would have been potatoes and cabbage and the grains would have been flax, wheat and corn.

For the Clumber Spaniel I recommend foods with a blend of poultry, lamb, potato, wheat, white rice and fish, combined with good meaty raw bones. 

If you decide to feed your Clumber with a convenience food, please choose one of good quality, suitable for the age of the dog, and ensure plenty of fresh water is available.  Because many Clumbers are gluten intolerant I do recommend that dry food should be gluten free as most manufacturers bulk out their recipes with gluten to an extent that many dogs who have not shown intolerance in the past do develop allergy symptoms.  

It is very easy to over-feed a Clumber so keep an eye out for weight gain.  Clumbers steal! They are very good at opening the refrigerator and will jump up surfaces to snatch food – you have been warned so take care, especially with hot food, and please remember – no chocolate!  

Produced by:

Beverley Cobley – dog behaviourist, specialising in Clumber Spaniels.

I have over 20 years experience of caring for Clumbers, including 7 rescues.  I offer reduced rates for Clumber keepers experiencing problems with health, training and behaviour and a free advisory service for anyone with a rescued Clumber.  All behavioural assessments and adaptation are undertaken using positive reinforcement only:  Measurable Language = Measurable Behaviour!

Contact: kizkiznobite@aol.co.uk or 01788 541877                      

